Transient ischaemic attacks in two cases of internal carotid artery hypoplasia.
Congenital anomalies of the internal carotid arteries (ICA) and cerebral arteries have not been frequently reported. Moreover, in the literature there is no clear association between hypoplastic carotid and cerebral vessel systems and the occurrence of cerebral ischaemia. We report two cases of unilateral hypoplasia of the ICA affecting two young patients suffering from an episode of minor stroke and from recurrent transient ischaemic attacks, respectively. Congenital variations in the configuration and size of the carotid and cerebral arteries should not always be considered benign conditions and may predispose to cerebral ischaemia in young adults.